
HEIFER DRY MATTER INTAKE, FEED COST AND FEED INVENTORY CALCULATOR

P.C. Hoffman and R.D. Shaver, Department of Dairy Science, University of Wisconsin-Madison

Herd Name County
Date: Herd Size 

Note: This template calculates the DM intake potential, feed cost and annual feed inventory needs of confinement heifer rearing systems.
Not valid for dairy calves < 250 lbs.

BASIC GROUP     Group Number
INPUT 1 2 3 4 5 6

Average Body Weight, lbs 300 500 700 900 1100 1300
Heifers/Group 70 81 56 29 62 71
NDF Intake, lbs/day 3.4 5.1 6.9 8.6 10.4 12.2
Typical Diet NDF Content, %  of DM 35.7 38.4 41.0 43.7 46.4 49.1
DM Intake, Bunk Score 0-1 9.4 13.4 16.8 19.8 22.4 24.8
DM  Intake, Bunk Score >1 10.4 14.7 18.4 21.7 24.7 27.3

Input DM Intake, lb DM 10.5 13.3 17.2 20.5 22.7 25.2
DM Intake Balance (Input-Projected) 0.59 -0.75 -0.44 -0.22 -0.84 -0.77 Values near zero are desired

CONFINEMENT     Group Number Cost DM Feed Cost
FEED INPUT 1 2 3 4 5 6 $/Ton % "$/lb/DM"

Forages Lbs/Head/Day
Alfalfa Mid Blm Hay 4.0 3.3 5.4 8.0 7.0 0.0 $225.00 85.0 0.132 276.6 235.1 tons
Oatlage 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 10.0 20.0 $70.00 50.0 0.070 372.3 186.2 tons
Corn Silage 0.0 2.8 20.0 35.0 20.0 30.0 $60.00 35.0 0.086 1046.1 366.1 tons
Legume Silage 5.0 1.0 8.0 2.9 10.0 10.0 $100.00 45.0 0.111 418.5 188.3 tons
Straw 0.0 3.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 $150.00 90.0 0.083 47.3 42.6 tons
Other 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 $150.00 85.0 0.088 0.0 0.0 tons

Grain or Energy Feeds Lbs/Head/Day
Corn, Shelled 3.5 4.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 $285.00 85.0 0.168 103.8 88.3 tons
Corn & Cob 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 $250.00 85.0 0.147 0.0 0.0 tons
Corn, HMSC 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 $225.00 70.0 0.161 0.0 0.0 tons
Oats 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 $200.00 90.0 0.111 0.0 0.0 tons
Other 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 $135.00 89.0 0.076 0.0 0.0 tons

Protein Supplements Lbs/Head/Day
Soybeans, Raw 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 $533.00 90.0 0.296 0.0 0.0 tons
Linseed Meal 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 $400.00 90.0 0.222 0.0 0.0 tons
Distillers Grain 1.0 2.0 2.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 $300.00 90.0 0.167 62.8 56.5 tons
Soy 48% 1.0 1.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 $450.00 89.9 0.250 27.6 24.8 tons
Other 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 $320.00 85.0 0.188 0.0 0.0 tons

Minerals/Vitamins/Additives Lbs/Head/Day
Dicalium phosphate 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 $540.00 98.0 0.276 0.0 0.0 tons
Limestone, Feed Grade 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 $200.00 98.0 0.102 0.0 0.0 tons
Salt, Trace Mineral 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 $180.00 99.0 0.091 0.0 0.0 tons
Heif Pre-Mix 0.06 0.06 0.18 0.18 0.25 0.25 $640.00 98.0 0.327 10.5 10.3 tons
Heifer Vitamin Mix 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 $2,000.00 98.0 1.020 0.0 0.0 tons
Other 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 $428.00 99.0 0.216 0.0 0.0 tons

Feed Cost/$$/heifer/day 1.59 1.86 1.97 2.15 2.32 2.18

AS FED 
Feed 

Usage/yr

DM BASIS 
Feed 

Usage/yr Units
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