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INTRODUCTION 

Dairy producers are searching for alternatives to increase net 
income of their operations. 

Genetic companies are partnering with livestock sales 
companies and offering premium prices for crossbred calves 
to dairies that are using beef semen. 



QUICK PROSPECTIVE OF THE BEEF INDUSTRY 



IN THE WORLD 
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TOTAL BEEF CATTLE (1,000) IN THE US 

1982: 115,444 

2009: 
94,521 

Source: USDA 



ALL CATTLE AND BEEF AND COW OPERATIONS 



TO SUPPLY THIS DEMAND 



TO SUPPLY THIS DEMAND 

Retain 100% ownership 
from birth to harvest 

Retain partial 
ownership from birth 
to harvest 

Market calves with less 
than 2-wk of age 



OBJECTIVE 

Our objective was to develop a decision support tool to 
analyze the net income of switching inseminations from 
conventional or sexed sorted dairy semen to beef semen. 

The calculation is performed considering the genetic value of 
animals to be inseminated and the expected premium to be 
received for crossbred offspring. 



ON-LINE ECONOMIC DECISION TOOL 



1ST STEP: DAIRY INPUTS 



2ND STEP: CRITERIA TO IMPLEMENT THE 

PROGRAM – GENETIC MERIT 



2ND STEP: CRITERIA TO IMPLEMENT THE 

PROGRAM – SERVICE NUMBER 



3RD STEP: ANALYSIS OF BEEF AND NET 

RETURN 



ATTENTION TO THE MINIMUM NUMBER OF 

FEMALE CALVES REQUIRED 



CONCLUSION 

The strategy of inseminating dairy cows with beef semen to 
receive premium payment for a crossbred calf is a reality 
among different dairy operations. 

The needs of the beef market attest that is still room for 
growth of this strategy. 

This tool does not take into consideration the accelerated rate 
of genetic improvement of the herd. 
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